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Green Tradition Continues With Georgia’s Christmas Tree Recycling Event Set For January 7th
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Atlanta, GA – Keep Georgia Beautiful, The Home Depot, The Davey Tree Company, WXIA 11-Alive, and Ferry-Morse Seed Co. want to “chip” in and help you get your house back in order after the Christmas holidays.  We have made at least one household decision free, easy and eco-friendly during this holiday season.
Bring One for the Chipper, the state’s annual Christmas tree recycling program, invites Georgia residents to bring their trees to local drop-off centers on Saturday, January 7, 2011 from 9AM-4PM.  Georgia residents can visit www.KeepGeorgiaBeautiful.org for a zip code-based listing of drop-off centers throughout the state.   

“For 21 years, Georgia citizens have enthusiastically supported our Bring One for the Chipper program.  Many families view the trip to the drop-off center as an annual holiday tradition that promotes the kind of responsibility necessary in a sustainable community,” said Sarah Visser, Executive Director of the Keep Georgia Beautiful Foundation. 
Christmas tree recycling programs like Chipper support eco-friendly holiday efforts that have a greater influence.  According to the National Christmas Tree Association (www.realchristmastrees.org) 98% of real Christmas trees are grown on farms throughout all 50 states and Canada.  Real trees are a renewable, recyclable resource while artificial trees contain non-biodegradable plastics usually manufactured in China.  On average, for each tree harvested, three seedlings are planted in its place.  An estimated 40-45 million Christmas trees are planted annually throughout North America absorbing carbon dioxide, producing oxygen and supporting local economies.  Chipper trees will be recycled into mulch for playgrounds, public beautification projects, wildlife habitat and homeowner landscaping projects.  Mulched landscapes help absorb runoff and prevent erosion during times of heavy rainfall.  
“Chipper also provides a great opportunity for parents to talk to their children about the importance of caring for the environment.  Georgia residents are encouraged to support their local Keep Georgia Beautiful affiliate or participating organization and get involved in environmental projects year round.  Our children are never too young to learn about caring for our beautiful state,” added Visser.
- - more - -
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Keep Georgia Beautiful, The Home Depot, The Davey Tree Company, Ferry-Morse Seed Co. and WXIA 11-Alive, the event sponsors, are proud to offer a token of appreciation for Georgia citizens that participate in the January 7th “Chipper” event.  Some participating locations will have free vegetable seed packets for “treecycling” citizens.  It’s a great opportunity to plant a container garden at home or with your children, or save them for community or school gardening projects.  
These sponsors are projected to donate money and in-kind services valued at more than $75,000 towards this statewide recycling project.

Since 1991, “Bring One for the Chipper,” has collected over 5.2 million trees and provided over one million tree seedlings to participants.   Even though tree seedlings were not a part of the program this year, the ethic of planting something in return for your holiday tradition continues with promoting vegetable gardening and the “grow your own” food ethic.  The program produces tangible environmental benefits while helping local governments comply with state regulations that prohibit the disposal of yard trimmings in lined municipal landfills.  
For more information about Bring One for the Chipper, please call (404) 679-1580 or contact your local Keep America Beautiful Affiliate. 
About Keep Georgia Beautiful Foundation:  Created in 1978 by Governor George Busbee, Keep Georgia Beautiful (KGB), became the first state affiliate of Keep America Beautiful.  In 2011, the Keep Georgia Beautiful program merged with the Keep Georgia Beautiful Foundation, Inc. which was created in 1985 to promote private sector financial support for worthwhile educational programs that enhance the environment and the quality of life in Georgia. KGBF coordinates a number of environmental efforts including the Great American Cleanup™ and the statewide Bring One for the Chipper Christmas tree recycling program.  The Foundation is based on a fundamental premise that the environmental interests of the state of Georgia and the people who live here are best served when public and private interests work hand-in-hand to achieve common goals. Our connections with the public and private sectors aid us in our mission to build and sustain community environmental activities and behaviors resulting in a more beautiful Georgia.  For more information about the KGB Foundation, please visit www.keepgeorgiabeautiful.org or call the office at (404) 679-4910.
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